Prayer List

Pray for all those with ongoing health

ailments.
* Renee Cumberland (cancer)

Communion
Preparation

July - Potts

Birthday / Anniversary

Tristan Rowell - 6th
Chuck Rowell - 11th
Ryan and Kylie Joiner - 26th

Men to Serve

Announcements - Tristan Rowell

Scripture Reading - Proverbs 30:7 - 9

Vanity of vanities, says

Lead Singing - Chuck Rowell \tﬂ‘me PI’G‘EMCH’JE‘I‘,‘ ﬁl“ is

Head of Lord’s Table - Larry vanity,

Montgomery , i
Ecclesiastes 12:8
Assist on Lord’s Table - Mark Potts

Scripture Reading - Matthew 27:38 -
50

Closing Prayer - Don Potts

07 /21/2024

ELCOME

We are a body of believers whose
soul intention is to glorify and serve
the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the
head of His church. Our desire is to
reflect that of our God--that all be
saved. Anyone who is willing to
humble himself before the mighty
hand of God can be saved.

SUNDAY
WEDNESDAY
Psalms Bible Class //
9:30 am Ephesians Bible Class //
Worship Service // 7:00 pm

10:30 am

NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
4217 Highway 39 N // Meridian, MS 39301
PHONE: (601)483-2726 WEB: www.nscocmeridian.com
Join us via live stream for our worship service!
Like our Facebook page!



SERMON NOTES

Putting Off “Me First” Thinking
By Mike Riley
In James 4:1 we read: “Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not
come from your desires for pleasure that war in your members?”

The words “desires for pleasure” refer to our self-serving desires. That’s why in James
1:14 we are told: “Each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and
enticed.”

James warns that such “me first” desires will destroy our friendship with God (James
4:4) and cause divisions, wars, and confrontations (James 4:1-2). We are told to put off
“me first” thinking by (1) submitting ourselves to God (James 4:7); (2) getting our
priorities right — God, His will, and His kingdom must always be first in our lives
(Matthew 7:21; Matthew 6:33); and (3) “draw near to God” (James 4:8).

Lastly, we need to be willing to repent of any sin that we might have and humble
ourselves in the sight of the Lord, then He will lift us up (James 4:9-10). Remember that
“me first” living is not the key to living successfully as a Christian — putting God first in
our lives is.

Let’s think about it!

Ensuring Our Sustainability
By Mike Riley
There is what is called a “catch and release” fisherman, where they do not kill the trout
they catch, but net them and then set them free. It's a technique that ensures
sustainability — keeping trout and other species of fish from disappearing in heavily
fished waters.

We recall Paul’s words about those who have been “taken captive” by Satan to do his
will (2 Timothy 2:26), for we know that our adversary the devil does not catch and
release but captures to consume and destroy (1 Peter 5:8).

We may think we can deliberately sin in a limited way for a short period of time and
then free ourselves, but Jesus teaches us:

“Whoever commits sin is a slave of sin” (John 8:34; cf. 2 Peter 2:19).

Even what we might call “little” sins, will eventually lead to greater and greater
unrighteousness. We find ourselves entrapped and enslaved, and like the trout, we
cannot wiggle free.

There’s no question that sin enslaves us, but when we yield ourselves in obedience to
doing the Lord’s will (Matthew 7:21), we are “released” from the burden of sin (Acts
2:38; Acts 22:16). The result is righteousness through continued obedience (Romans
6:16; cf. Psalm 119:172), ensuring our sustainability as Christians (1 John 1:9).

Jesus assures us that “If the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed” (John 8:36;
Romans 6:18; cf. 1 Corinthians 6:9-11).



